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or twice she reproached him for the vileness of his crimes, he
vented his wrath upon her with such violent biutahty that
after his death she told the Milanese envoy that she uhad
often envied those who died."

In the midst of these disturbances Pope Sixtus suddenly
died, on the i2th August 1484. Anarchy at once ensued in
Rome, and the Riario palace (which Catherine had furnished
with great magnificence) was attacked by the mob, and
sacked. Girolamo was absent with his troops at Paliano, and
Catherine and her children were with him He advanced with
his foice as far as the Ponte Molle, \\hile Catherine boldly
went on and entered the castle of St Angelo, which she de-
clared she should hold for Count Girolamo She was now
twenty-two, and here gave the first sign of that military spirit
and indomitable will which was afterwards to make her so
famous. Rome was like a city given up to be sacked, the mob
revelling in the abeyance of all authority. The cardinals sent
messenger after messenger to Catherine demanding that she
should g? ~e up the castle, but she only laughed at them,
being deteimined to hold it until a new Pope had been elected
and had confirmed her husband in his estates They tried
various expedients, but without avail Catherine holding the
Pope's castle was mistress of the situation, and the cardinals
were afraid even to assemble for the conclave. At length they
put such pressuie upon her husband that, betrayed by him,
she had to yield; whereupon she marched out with the hon-
ours of war, and she and Girolamo departed for Forli, where
two months later Catherine's third son was born.

Forli during the next three years was by no means a bed
of roses for Catherine. The people loved the Ordelaffi, and
Girolamo Riario's character would have made him detested
anywhere. So .that there were frequent insurrections, both at
Forli and Imola, and either Girolamo or his Countess had
constantly at short notice to hurry from the one place to the
other to quell these disturbances. In these labours of a diffi-
cult government Catherine took her fi:ll share, and it was